BIBLICAL HEBREW - GRADES K-8 - HEBREW | - QUICK REFERENCE

BIBLICAL HEBREW (Alef-Bet - Nouns - Verbs)

The alef-bet with sounds, finals and numbers, the vowel points and reading marks, gender and number, the article, prepositions and the construct
chain, pronouns and suffixes, the Qal perfect and imperfect, commands, the wayyiqtol, participles, infinitives and the seven stems, and the verses the

course reads from Genesis, the Shema and Psalm 23.

n Alef-bet a Vowels & marks B Nouns & little words n Pronouns & suffixes B Qal verb B Stems & forms Reading the Bible

grades K-4, Hebrew | - every letter is a consonant

° THE ALEF-BET: 22 LETTERS, RIGHT TO LEFT

(.

word: y->¥,9->9,]>1,0>n,]->2.0i7 ends
in final mem.

of a word or syllable: b /v, k /kh,p/f(g,d,t
sound the same today). The gutturals y n n x
(and 1) cannot be doubled and like a-vowels;
they take hurried (hatef) vowels instead of a
plain shewa.

J

alef to kaf lamed to tav

Letter Name Sound Number Letter Name Sound Number ‘

X alef silent (carries a vowel) 1 2 lamed | 30

2 bet b; without the dot v (3) 2 Dn mem m; final D 40

2 gimel g 3 12 nun n; final | 50

T dalet d 4 o samekh s 60

n he h 5 v ayin silent (guttural) 70

I vav v; as avowel o (i) oru (1) 6 9o pe p; without the dot f; final 80

T zayin z 7 ' tsade ts; final y 90

n chet kh in loch (guttural) 8 i qof k 100

0 tet t 9 1 resh r 200

J yod y;asavoweli/e 10 (929} shin /sin sh (dot right), s (dot left) 300

1> kaf k; without the dot kh; finalq 20 n tav t 400
Five final forms Begadkefat and gutturals Letters that count
Five letters change shape at the end of a N 9> T2a2atake a dot (dagesh lene) at the start No separate numerals:x=1...*=10,x'=11,>

=20, 7=100. Psalm 119 and Lamentations are
alphabet poems: a stanza for each letter in
order.

J

The vowels (shown under or beside 1)

Sign Name Says Class

b} patach a asin father a
(short)

2 gamets a (long); a
sometimes o

2 segol easin bed e

2 tsere easinthey e

2 hiriq i asin machine i

! holem oasinhole o

i holem-vav o (long, with vav) [¢)

2 gibbuts uasin put u

1 shureq uasin rule (with u
vav)

2 shewa silent, or a hurried | -
9 atthestartofa
syllable

122 | hatef patach/ | hurrieda/e/o, -

segol / gamets | under gutturals

e VOWEL POINTS & READING MARKS grades 3-4, Hebrew | - the Masoretes added the dots

Syllables

e Every syllable begins with a consonant. An
open syllable ends in a vowel (2 ba); a
closed syllable ends in a consonant (02
bar).

e Shewa is vocal (a quick 9) at the start of a
word or syllable and after a long vowel; it is
silent when it closes a syllable.

e Vowel letters (matres lectionis): n'1can
stand for a vowel: ni7y, min.

e Stress usually falls on the last syllable: 7271
da-VAR.

Marks in a verse

® Magqgqef - joins words like a hyphen: -
22017 (one accent for both).

e Sof pasuq : ends the verse.

e Accents (te‘amim) mark the stressed
syllable and the chant; meteg marks a
secondary stress.

e Furtive patach: a final n v n after a long
vowel sneaks an a in front: ni1 RU-ach, not
ru-CHA.

e Thedivine name nin' is read Adonai (“the
LORD” in the KJV); n'n'7x is God.

N

Two kinds of dagesh

Dagesh lene hardens begadkefat (b, k, p).
Dagesh forte doubles any letter but a
guttural: 0mwin hash-sha-MA-yim. Adotin a
letter after a short vowel is forte.

Dot on the right is sh

v shin has its dot on the right (as in shalom);
v sin on the left. Read right to left, but the dot
still tells you which.
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BIBLICAL HEBREW

Biblical Hebrew : K-8 - Hebrew I - continued

Q NOUNS, THE ARTICLE & LITTLE WORDS

grades 5-6, Hebrew |

Gender and number

masculine feminine

singular | o10 horse, 12T No10 mare, Min,
word na (-n-,n)

plural-n' | D'Q10, D27 nio1o, NiNIR

ni-/

dual-p* | thingsin pairs: o'1!

hands, 'y eyes,
n'ny heavens
Some masculine nouns take -ni (niax fathers) and

some feminine take -n* (0'wW1 women): the gender
stays.

The article and “and”

The =n + doubling of the next letter: 3770 the
king. Before a guttural the vowel lengthens
instead: yaxn the earth, 2'yin. And = (1 before
©n2orashewa): Nx|, 1701.

\

Prepositions
Word Meaning Example
2 in, with, by N2 in the beginning
9 to, for 7177 of (for) David
b) like, as 72 like the king
n/m | from,out of YOIXDR, N'an
N to, unto AU h i
v on, upon, over | 197y
ny with nyn-oy
X marks a D'NYN DX
definite object
(not

translated)

The inseparable 3 7 2 swallow the article:a=n+2:
nraa in the house (the hidden article).

Adjectives and “this”

An adjective follows its noun and agrees: 7'
1iv a good king, 2ivn 7m0 the good king
(attributive, both with the article); 7'7an 2iv
the king is good (predicate, no article). ,aiv
niliv ,0miv ,N2iv. NT this (m), Nt this (f),
n7X these; X'n / NN that.

The construct chain

“X of Y” binds two nouns; the first (construct)
shortens and the last carries the article for
both: nin-127 the word of the LORD, TI77|2
son of David, yaxn '2'n the kings of the earth.
Plural -n' becomes -! in construct.

MEMORY TRICK

Hebrew hangs its words backward
Noun first, then adjective; owner last in a
chain; the article doubles the letter after it.
Read right to left and the rules fall into place.

J

Independent pronouns

Person Singular Plural

1 21 /1y we 1101y

2m you NRX you DRX

2f you nx you )X

3m he 10 they nan /Dn
3f she x'n they man/n

Sentences without a verb

Hebrew leaves out “is / are”: nin' 2iv the
LORD is good; n'n'7xn X0 NN the LORD, He is
God (1 Kings 18:39); x1n IX | am He. ¥ there
is, |'K there is not: N7 DipnA NNt Y.

~

o PRONOUNS, SUFFIXES & VERBLESS SENTENCES

grade 6, Hebrew |

Pronoun suffixes on a noun (o010 horse)

Suffix Meaning Form
- my '010
il your (m) 1910
A your (f) 7010
-i his iolo
-n her nolo
-1 our 11010
-0) your (mp) 02010
-0 their (m) Do1o

On plural nouns: '010 my horses, 3'Q10 your horses,
1'010 his horses. Psalm 23: 'v2 my shepherd, '¢i921 my
soul.

Suffixes on prepositions

to/for" with oy object nx ‘
me “ nmy N
you (m) 37 Ny AN
him i iny inx
her nY? nny AN
us n7 1my NN
you (mp) 027 DRy DIDX
them (m) DNy DRy DINN

1Ay NAX thou art with me (Psalm 23:4); i72Y7 by
himself; i1232 21y a help meet for him.

Questions
Word Meaning ‘
m who?
nn/mn what?
No'N /X where?
nn? why?
mn when?
AR how?
) yes-or-no question prefix: 1w

2IX 'NX am | my brother’s keeper?

-
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BIBLICAL HEBREW Biblical Hebrew - K-8 - Hebrew I - continued

Q THE VERB: ROOT, QAL PERFECT & IMPERFECT grades 7-8, Hebrew | units 5-7
The three-letter root Qal fmperfect (70j7:): incomplete, future, Commands and wishes
Every verb grows from three consonants: “77n habitual e Imperative (the imperfect with its prefix
7 (reign: 3'm king, n2'm queen, NN Person Form Meaning cut off): 705 kill! (ms), *7977 (fs), 172077 (mp);
kingdom); &=T-7 (holy: WiT, ¥ Tp); Y n~Y 3ms | Yo he will kill YW ynvi Hear, O Israel. X) = please.
keep; 2"n~> write; 1“0 say. Dictionaries list 3fs Joim she will kill e Prohibitions: X7 + imperfect for a lasting
the 3ms perfect: 707 he killed, 1y he kept. 2ms 207m you will kill law (n¥n N7); 78 + jussive for a moment
) 2fs  “opn you will kill (ryn-iny fear not). ,
Qal perfect ('707): completed action Les — T will kill e Jussive (let him): nix 0! let there be light.
: 3mp 1705 they will kill make man.
3ms |07 he killed 3fp | myopn they will kill J
Sl il sz il 2mp | 4707m you will kill - )
2ms | n7om you killed = —— The story verb: wayyiqtol
ok 2fp 7o you willkill 1 + doubling + imperfect = “and he ...” in
2fs n'op you killed - P - 1bling P .
1 ‘]1‘,7'0'7 Killed lcp 70 we will kill narrative: 1~ and he said, 'n' and it was,
cs T ille
SR . Preformatives go on the front: 1 X n ' (remember X' and he saw, Xz and he called. The
3¢p 1791 they killed yod-tav-alef-nun). 22an X7 thou shalt not steal. wegqatal () + perfect) carries commands and
2mp DRY07 you killed procedures forward: “and thou shalt...”. The
21fp |m7017 you killed day formula: \ga'na7y—'n and the
lcp | 707 we killed Perfect behind, imperfect in front evening and the morning were...
Endings go on the end. The perfect (gatal) tells of a Perfect = suﬁixe§ atthe end (past, done). ’
finished whole: X712 he created. Stative verbs Imperfect = prefixes at the front (not yet
describe a state: 122 he is heavy. Negate with 4. done).
|\ J
e PARTICIPLES, INFINITIVES & THE SEVEN STEMS Hebrew | units 8-10
Non-finite forms The seven stems (binyanim) Weak verbs
Form Pattern Example Stem Meaning  Mark Example e lll-he (n"%): nwy make, NX1 see, N'n be; the
active 207 v keeper, he that Qal simple none 7077 he killed; he drops in wayyiqtol: X1, 'n1.
participle keepeth; ny1 shepherd active X3 e l-nun: N3 give, 791 fall; the nun assimilates:
passive o7 112 blessed, 21n3d Niphal | passive/ | 1 prefix 18121 they |n.
participle written reflexive | (perfect) were created ¢ l-yod: 2y sit, yT know, 1¥! form.
infinitive Z0i7 /707 | 120y to divide; with 2 Piel intensive, | doubled N2 he e Hollow (middle vav/yod): nij7 rise, 1w put,
construct =when,3>=as causative | middle blessed Nia come: Dyl and he put.
infinitive | 7ivjz A Nin thou shalt letter
absolute surely die (emphasis) Pual p‘:asswe of | doubling+ | 372 he was AT
Piel u-vowel blessed e hen: 1uix wh hich (with
Mn behold Hithpael | reflexive | nnprefix | 3%70nn he 2 that, e:ause,w en., ::NW 0’\2/ Ich(Wl
Points at what follows, often with a participle: walked about ?n;e;: r:”r;;vz Elr:;sc:eutl’at set;:tasnwmi/thogqnoeun
Ny 21X Nan behold, | am doing. Hiphil causative | i prefix, . *!'x[) he gave instead of a verb steps off the main line to
1 light 2
vowe '8 describe (1nn nn'n ywxl).
Hophal | passive of | /i prefix | 7'M he was )
Hiphil made king
Qalis plain, Piel is doubled, Hiphil
makes it happen
Parse a verb by asking: which stem, perfect or
imperfect, which person. Then look up the
root.
\ J
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BIBLICAL HEBREW Biblical Hebrew - K-8 - Hebrew I - continued

0 READING THE BIBLE IN HEBREW grades 4-8 - verses the course reads and recites

Genesis 1:1 WORKED Verses by heart Hebrew poetry
n'WiKQ in-beginning (2 + nwixd) | ikt English Where Lines come in pairs that parallel each other
N2 he created (Qal perfect 3ms) | | IN!'7%W vy | Hear, Olsrael: | Deuteronomy (say it again, say it more, say the opposite):
09K God | | TR INtD7R | the LORD our 6:4 “He maketh me to lie down in green pastures:
D'YIJW".;‘n . (object) the heavens God is one / he leadeth me beside the still waters.” Ton
wm ;'nu" and (object) the earth LORD hesed = mercy, lovingkindness; ¥j91 soul, life;
L YIXQ DX ) ) | hony N7 N | The LORDis my | Psalm 23:1 7Ty righteousness; nin'x the shadow of
shepherd; | death.
Genesis 1:3 WORKED shall not want )
D07 NN and God said (wayyigtol) | | 12T 7™ Thy word is a Psalm . )
—— How the Hebrew Bi m
iR let there be light (jussive) lampuntomy | 119:105 ow the Hebrew Bible came to us
o . feet e The Masoretes (about A.D. 600-1000)
AR and there was light dded Looi d - th
\ J | The LORD bless | Numbers sieielze vl el Ene st i
q%ﬁuj"l thee, and keep | 6:24 Leningrad Codex (1008) is the oldest
S thee complete copy.
-9 ninNX 790 | O praise the Psalm 117:1 e The Great Isaiah Scroll from the Dead Sea
oia | LORD. all ye (about 125 B.C.) matches the text a
' nations thousand years older.
(6 that it was good | Genesis 1 e Daniel 5is in Aramaic, Hebrew’s cousin:
797 NI aiv The LORD is Psalm 145:9 |'m*,9",l7'7]3 X Kn.
good to all e Christians who learned Hebrew: Jerome,
Reuchlin, Luther, Tyndale; the KJV
Bible words you already know translators (1611).
‘
|AX amen truly, so be it Read it aloud
n'770 hallelujah praise ye the LORD Hebrew was made to be heard. Chant the
N3 ny'vin hosanna | save now alef-bet, sing the Shema, say Psalm 23 with
“x11y Immanuel God with us the accents: 'y nin:.
ni7¥ shalom peace, wholeness; hello
nav Sabbath rest
n'wn Messiah anointed one (Greek:
Christ)
Min Torah teaching, law
\ J
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