MANDARIN CHINESE - GRADES K-8 - MANDARIN I - QUICK REFERENCE

MANDARIN (Pinyin - Characters - Patterns)

Pinyin and the four tones with their changes, strokes, stroke order and radicals, how characters are built, the core grammar patterns and question
words, aspect with 7, I and #£, numbers counted by 3, measure words, time, dates and money, everyday words, and the verses, festivals and

poems the course learns.

n Pinyin & tones a Characters a Grammar patterns Numbers & time B Everyday words n Faith & poems

0 PINYIN & THE FOUR TONES grades 3, 6, Mandarin | - the sound system

The tones on ma

Tone Mark Pitch

Example

1st ma | highand level = | 8 ma mother

2nd ma rising * (like a [/ ma hemp
question)

3rd mad | dipdown,then | & mdhorse
up

4th ma | sharpfall” (like | 2 mascold
acommand)

neutral | ma short, light 13 ma

(question)

The mark sits on the main vowel: a first, then o or e,
theni/u/0;iniuand uion the second letter (jit,

gui).

Tone changes
e 3rd +3rd » 2nd + 3rd: ni hdo is said ni hao;
R4 h&n hdo > hén hio.
¢ A4~ bu becomes bu before a 4th tone: bd shi,
bu yao.
e — yibecomes yi before a 4th tone (yi ge)
and yi before the others (yi tian, yi bén).

Initials that trip English speakers

zh, ch,sh,r | tongue curled back: zhong, cht, sha,
rén

Z,C, S z=dsin beds, c=tsin cats,s=s:z,
cai, san

j,q, X tongue tip down behind the lower
teeth: jia, qu, xie (q = ch, x = sh,
lighter)

b,d, g unaspirated: no puff of air

p,t, k aspirated: a puff of air

] say ee with round lips: n, U; after j,

g, X written u: ju, qu, xué

Finals to watch

zi, ci, si, zhi, chi, shi, ri: the i is a buzz, not ee.
e aloneis “uh” (hg, de); ie, iie say eh (xie,
yue). ou as in go; ao as in cow; ei as in day; an
= ahn; ang =~ ahng; ong ~ oong. Syllables
starting with i, u, U are written yi-, wu-, yu-: y1,
wd, yd.

Finals

Group Finals

simple aoeiul

a- aiaoanang

e- eienenger

o- ouong
jaiaoieiuianiniangingiong

u- ua uo uai ui uan un uang ueng

u- le Gann

Tones are part of the word

m&i 3£ is buy, mai 5E is sell. WO xiang wen ni
= want to ask you; wén = kiss. Say the tone
every time, from day one.

The basic strokes

o CHARACTERS: STROKES, RADICALS & HOW THEY ARE BUILT

Common radicals (S8 & bushdu): the hint

grades 3, 5, 6, Mandarin |

How characters are built

@

LAUNCH

Lesson: schoollaunch.org/courses/mandarin/ - Original School Launch material.

Stroke Name Looks like of meaning e Pictures (&2 xiangxing): A person,
\ dian &= dot Radical Means Seenin mouth, X big, )\ small, LL| mountain, 7K
= héng 1% horizontal N person 1R 411 water, B sun, B moon, 7K tree, /X fire, 5
| shu 12 vertical | mouth Nz 08 Yy ng horse, & fish.
q . NI —
J oIS 1 falling left % woman 13 48 47 i * Pictures combined (R E): /K + /K = #%
N o , = woods; 7RZR7K = 7 forest; H + B = Bf
\ na & falling right * child FEZ bright: &2 + F = 17 good: A + 7K = 4K rest
= o ne = i = right; =3% good; =K rest.
tif2 rising 20 i tree, wood iM( e = e Meaning + sound (FZ7= xingshéng), most
T zhé it bend K water R Pal characters: 8 ma = % (meaning) + & m3
J gou 3 hook Ko fire o R = (sound); 5@ hé=3 +a] k&5 qing=1 +
S | earth i A 7 & qing.
Stroke order rules =| sun, day B B 8 B e Simplified (mainland, this course) vs
e Top to bottom (=), left to right (JI]). B moon, flesh | B AR B traditional (Iaiwan, Hong Kong): [ / B,
o :ofrizon.tarl]bﬁflci.re veitical (1); left falling O heart B R FIBE/B. |
et Bllns (A =1 [sweech  |BEHB )
e OQutside before inside, close the box last EY hand T2 From oracle bones to the keyboard
(., [a). - A& 37 jiagliwén, the oldest writing on shells
. . + wEE B X Jlag , g
e Middle bgfore the two sides when they are ot grass ¥ and bones (about 1200 B.C.) > bronze and
symmetrical (2]). ; metal % % - seal script > the brush and $5% shufa
e Count strokefs to look a character up: A 2, “ walking Xz i & calligraphy - & pinyin (1958) - typing:
03,74, 3 7. ! gate a] [&] 8] write the pinyin, pick the character. A Chinese
s roof RRE dictionary is searched by radical and stroke
count.
\ g J
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MANDARIN

Mandarin : K-8 - Mandarin I - continued

e GRAMMAR PATTERNS no endings, no tenses: word order and little words do the work

Questions

Pattern Example

Core patterns

Pattern
Subject +
Verb + Object
AEB

N +verb/
adjective

Time before
the verb

Place: 7£ +
place +verb

1R + adjective

B/&%B
#y="s/of
X...7T

EX ... FrX

24 .. BR

\

Example

HIZER.
bW

BIREE, B
RER,

Ht =ik,
RERES,
MRS .
®E—1FE.
HgENH.
HHH - BB
L3

R=RT!
ERT/, A%
A%,

SRR, BER
RAERR.

Meaning
| eat apples.

Heisa
teacher.
lamnota
student. |
don’t like it.

| get up at
seven.

| study at
home.

Sheis tall. (1R
is nearly
silent)

I have an older
brother. | don’t
have a dog.
my book -
Mom'’s car

Too expensive!
Becauseiitis
raining, I'm
not going.
Although itis
hard, itis
interesting.

. 152 fRE2ZEEAIZ? Are you
American?

= HRLF, 1RIE? 'm fine, and you?
verb Rverb | fREAZ? Are you going?

+4 what X147 What is this?

I who B2IH? Who is he?

MBJ)L where {RZMB)L? Where are you going?
M3 which {R2MBE A ? Which country are

you from?

JL/ %> how | {RJ1%? Z/DE? How old? How

many much money?

B4 how {iRE 227 How do you go?
NftAwhy | IRATATRFK?

t AR R Rt 4B iE3R?

when

Mood particles

e ba suggests: FATENE! Let’s go! Ifl a adds
feeling: 37! I ne bounces a question back
or marks “-ing”: B ENZIRIE. Also: 5 ... BB
first... then; M ... Ell from ...to; A BiE Ais
near B.

Verbs and aspect

Word Use
Tle

completed, or
achange

Example ‘

BIZT. BIFT. |

ate. I’'m better now.

& méi | did not (past) | &%, Ididn’t go.
i guo | ever/havethe | {REIHENGZ? Have
experience you been to China?
1£ zai right now (- HEEB, lam
ing) reading.
2 hui | can(learned | ESHEk. HeE.
skill); will
BE néng | can (able)- {RBESENG? T A DA#H
A A | may g2
kéyt (permission)
#8 xidng | would liketo, | FIEMZIRF.
think
Eyao | want,goingto | HEK, HEZXE,
EEbi- | than-the ZXREEEXR . &M
— same as R—H¥s,
B zul | the most KeENRHE,

i1, fR47, 18417

No conjugation, no plural, no tense
lIZ chiis eat, eats, ate, eating. Time words (FE

X, BBX), 7,id and 7£ tell when. Nouns
don’t change for plural; 1] marks people: ¥

J

Numbers

0o = ling 10

1 — yi 11

2| Z/ ér/ 20
(3] lidng

3 = san 21

4 @ si 99

5| A wil 100

6 | 7% lit 1,000

71 t qr 10,000

8 N ba 100,000,000

9| N jid

pinyin
+ shi
+— | shiyi
Z+ | ershi
—+ | ershi
— yi
A+ | jitishi
f jiu
—H8 | yibdi
—F | yiqian
— | yiwan
—{Z | yiyi

Count big numbers by /3 (ten thousand): 50,000 = -1
J5; amillion=—8 3. Use i lidng for “two of”: 7
DA, WZAH; — for countingand in +_.

Money

Z/DE? How much? 1R kuai (dollar/yuan,

written 7T), & mdo (dime, written £), % fén
(cent). =3RF =3.50. KN T ! Too expensive.
{EH— =L alittle cheaper. —3t altogether.

Measure words (number + measure +
noun)

Measure For Example

™ ge people, most =N —TER
things

7K bén books B

A zhi animals — R, RN

3K zhang | flat things —3R4E, —RKEF

£ tido long thinthings | —%&% &, —&K#EF

1 bs things with —EEmF, — e
handles

ffjian | clothes, matters | —{47%AR

O kéu | family members | FRBAOA

/B | cups/bowls —RK, —BiIKIR

4 liang | vehicles —HE

{iI wei people (polite) | —f{izEM

X pairs —XNEE

shuang

% sul years of age HN\%

Ra times —IR, IR

When in doubt, 7

™ gé fits almost anything. 3X this one,
M that one, [ which one, JL? how many.

o NUMBERS, MEASURE WORDS, TIME & MONEY grades K-7, Mandarin |

Time: L= 7?

R—Z 215, MR =
2:10.

/T o

£ didn o’clock - 73 fen minute - 3 ban half
- Zl| ké quarter: i &= 2:00, 7 ;=22 2:30, 7
2 2:45, R +2

o IFEJL52? What time is it now? IE=

e B _F morning- E£4 before noon - A5
noon - F4F afternoon - i L evening - <&
X, BHR, HEX today, tomorrow, yesterday -
£ every day - #A/5 then.

Days, months, dates

Chinese

28— .. 2H/N, 2N
X/ E2HH
SKREM/ SKEH
—B,ZA..TZH
JLVANS?AR=5,
—OZRE
RESEZRIBTS.
£ HRE!
BERERXRMRER

English
Monday ... Saturday,
Sunday

What day is today?
Wednesday.

January, February ...
December

What date? May 3.
the year 2026

How old are you this
year? | am ten.
Happy birthday!
spring, summer, fall,
winter

%) SCHOOL
\X/ LAUNCH

Mandarin - Grades K-8 - Mandarin I: School Launch Mandarin Chinese
Lesson: schoollaunch.org/courses/mandarin/ - Original School Launch material.
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MANDARIN

Mandarin : K-8 - Mandarin I - continued

Q WORDS FOR EVERY DAY

grades K-5

Chinese

147 / 1847
By -mx

B

- AES
XANGEE - IR K
#

#

fR3F18? AR
%,

fRIUH+242
FrERM...

2 family
Chinese

EE 1B

FF D

HEMR

BREAOA,

Greetings and manners

Pinyin

ni hdo / nin hao

zdoshang hao -
wan’an
zaijian
xiéxie - bu keqi

duibugqi - méi
guanxi
qing

ni hdo ma? wo
hén hao

ni jiao shénme
mingzi? wo
jiao...
rénshini hén
gaoxing

wo shi Méigud
rén

English

dad, mom
SFSF 5B 56 3H%8 %% | older brother, younger
o3

English

hello (polite:
nin)

good morning +
good night
goodbye
thank you -
you’re welcome
sorry - it’s all
right

please; 1544
please sit, 15a]
may | ask

How are you?
I’'m fine.

What is your
name?lam
called...

glad to meet
you

I am American

brother, older sister, younger

sister

grandpa, grandma

There are five people in my

family.

I love you

Body, colors, clothes

Chinese English Chinese

SLEREE B 2F I | head, eyes, ears, nose,

F i
THEREBEZARE

RAREF EIBT-

==

=
LIRS
Food

Chinese

KiREE RF FER
FEKZE

BE. B8z K
ERNZ...

IAE T
CEROER
IR T AR,

Animals

Chinese

EHEED A+ Y

RRIE ZIR RF KR

mouth, hand, foot
My head hurts. | am sick.

red, yellow, blue, green,
white, black, orange

clothes, pants, shoes, hat -
wear

ared hat

English

rice, noodles, dumplings,
apple, banana, water, tea

I want... I'd like to eat... |
like to eat...

Delicious! I’'m hungry.
chopsticks - spoon - bowl
Dinner is ready! Enjoy
your meal.

English

cat, dog, fish, bird, horse,

cow, sheep

panda, tiger, monkey,
elephant

School, home, town

BEREF BT K
25

L T

S B R B ER
&7 EBE

HEHRE,
EXADHEEE-
ERIE

A% NZE TR AR HhER
=ik WAITE

REART RLAHR
X

Weather and nature

Chinese

REELH? SKRER
[1RR.

TW7 FET -EHR-
ER

XHBREE -7
L 7k

Hobbies: F£...

Chinese

B3R 7k BRIk T

KIS EE

REFEXIB? KR,

English ‘
book, pen, paper, desk,
chair - this is a book
please sit - listen - speak
school, church, home,
shop, hospital, bank,
library

| go to church.

left, right, front, back -

go straight ahead

ride in a car, train,
plane, boat, subway,
high-speed rail - ride a
bike

How do you go? By bus.

English ‘
How is the weather? Hot
/ cold today.

it’s raining - snowing -
windy - sunny

sun, moon, stars -

flower, tree, mountain,
water

English ‘

sing, swim, play soccer,
play basketball, run,
draw

Can you swim? | can.

SCHOOL

\ Mandarin - Grades K-8 - Mandarin I: School Launch Mandarin Chinese
LAUNCH

Lesson: schoollaunch.org/courses/mandarin/ - Original School Launch material.
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MANDARIN Mandarin - K-8 - Mandarin | - continued

Q FAITH, FESTIVALS & POEMS grades 5-8, Mandarin |

Words of faith Festivals 975 2 Jing Ve Si- Li Bai )
Chinese Pinyin English Festival When Marks FREIRE B, St2H 55, #SLERRA,
/b Shén/ God & Chanjié | lunarNew | FE7&1R reunion RLBH Y,

Shangdi Spring Year (Jan- | dinner, I red Before my bed the bright moonlight; | thought
ERERELE | vési Jida Jesus Christ Festival Feb) envelopes, F 1R it frost upon the ground. I raise my head and
£z Shengjing the Bible (F1& 45 KL FIF! see the moon; | bow my head and think of
Héhéb&n, 1919) =Rl 15th day of | lanterns, ;7 home.
He FRwin church Lant.ern the first sweet rice balls J
% M) | ddogao-a . Festival month FB% Chiin Xido - Meng Haoran
= 90830 _amen | pray ' amen [k SE] Sthdayof | dragon boats, 3 e, veng N
CERE fayin - xin gospel - believe Dragon Boat | the 5th rice dumplings BEARER, LLERS. WRRERE,
ZPEIR | Shéngdanjié | Merry Christmas! month ERHZD,
! kuaile BT Mid- | 15th dayof | full moon, B%% Sprin.g sleep, gnayvare of da.wn; everywhere
SETHR Fuhugjié Happy Easter! Autumn the 8th mooncakes, family the birds are singing. Last night the sound of
&I kuaile ot wind and rain; how many blossoms fell?
N | BT 12H25H ERERFEAE the birth g
Verses Christmas of Jesus F%i& and proverbs
o HHMEE 16 MEHA, EEWMAYIE 2§ Chinese Meaning ‘
EFGAMmN], IU—IEMRN, T2EX People of the story TSGR waiting by the stump for a
T, REBKE, FII33 32 Matteo Ricci and &3 Xu Guanggqi: rabbit: hoping luck repeats
© HMET LIXEE, ESHEE, & amap and a friendship (1600s). B3 EIERE drawing legs on a snake: ruining
M, Robert Morrison translated the Bible (1823). by overdoing
o IFE23:1 R E2HRINE, HRARH & 24 Hudson Taylor, inland China (1853- HEZE a frog at the bottom of a well: a
M=, 1905). ZE & $it Eric Liddell, the Olympic narrow view
o BT 1:1 #2%), OIERM, runner who taught n China. The S #(5# BABL the foolish old man moves the
/ 0 Nestorian s.tele (781) is the oldest record of mountain: persistence
Anzgespel i i ) | —=BEH, 3 | aword once spoken, four horses
O3E cannot catch
HRERFNIERE | the fear of the LORD is the
HEENFFin beginning of wisdom (= 9:10)

/32 SCHOOL  Mandarin - Grades K-8 - Mandarin I: School Launch Mandarin Chinese
X / LAUNCH Lesson: schoollaunch.org/courses/mandarin/ - Original School Launch material.
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